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south of Jutland on a boundary line less than
forty miles in extent. At the close of the
World War Denmark entered a claim at the
Peace Conference for the return of a portion
of Sehleswig-Holstein—that portion still
Danish in language and sentiment. The
northern section, by vote of the people in
1920, again became a part of Denmark.
Surface and Drainage. The west coast
of Jutland is low and sandy, while the east
coast is level, contains several excellent har-
bors and is indented with fjords or firths, the
most noteworthy being the Lymfjord, or
Lumf jord, stretching across Jutland. The
inland surface of Denmark is low, generally,
though diversified with a range of hills across
the middle part of Jutland, the highest points
of which are 600 feet above sea. There are
no lakes or rivers of note, the largest river
being the Guden, which is less than 100 miles
long.
Industries. Denmark is the poorest of
European countries in mineral resources.
Peat is found in the west and north of Jut-
land, nearly four per cent of the country
being in peat bogs, but no metallic ores of
any kind appear.
Agriculture is the occupation of over one-
third of the people. As the formation of
large estates is forbidden by law, the land is
divided into numerous small farms, most
of which are owned by peasants. About one-
third of the land is cultivated; the remainder
of the productive area is pasture and meadow
land or beech forests. Danish farmers are
thrifty and progressive and make extended
use of up-to-date machinery. The chief crops
are wheat, rye, barley, oats, mixed grain,
potatoes and sugar beets. Dairying is car-
ried on extensively and Danish dairy products
are among the best in the world. England
imports each year great quantities of butter
and eggs produced in Denmark.
Manufacturing is increasing in impor-
tance, though there are no single great enter-
prises. Porcelain is made extensively in
Copenhagen, and other manufactures include
locomotives, machinery, wool, linen and cot-
ton. There are also a number of beet-sugar
factories. Fishing is an important industry,
the country's fisMng fleet numbering in 1934
more than 15,700. vessels.
Transportation. Most of the cities are
situated on the coast .or on navigable rivers.
Steamboats run between the islands. The
first railroad was opened for use in 1847;
 in 1924 there were 3,086 miles in operation,
one-half belonging to the state. The ex-
ports are mostly animal and dairy products,
while the imports include cereals, coal, cot-
ton, iron, manufactures and textiles. Ger-
many, Great Britain, United States, Sweden,
Norway and Russia are the leading countries
connected with the trade.
Education. Denmark has a good system
of education, for education was made com-
pulsory in 1814. The chief institution is
the University of Copenhagen, founded in
1479. There are besides, twenty-one agricul-
tural colleges, 303 technical schools, a col-
lege of pharmacy, a college of dentistry,
and a Royal Academy of Arts.
Government and Beligion. In govern-
ment Denmark is a constitutional monarchy.
The present constitution dates from 1915;
by it the executive power is vested in the
king, and the legislative power lies in the
king and a diet, or Bigsdag, consisting of
the Landsthing, or upper house, and the
Folkefhing, or popular chamber. The for-
mer is composed of seventy-two members,
twelve of whom are appointed by the king
and the rest chosen for eight years by the
people. The Folkethmg is composed of 149
deputies, elected by both male and female
suffrage for a period of three years. All
money bills must be submitted by the gov-
ernment first to this body. The established
religion is Lutheran, but toleration is ex-
tended to all creeds.
Colonies. Denmark's colonies are not of
first importance. Iceland in 1918 was made
practically independent; Greenland has a
large area, but is habitable only in the lower
coast region; the Danish West Indies were
sold to the United States in 1917. There
remain to Denmark the Faroe Islands (540
square miles and 24,200 people), which,
form a department in the government.
Language and Literature. The Danish
language belongs to the Scandinavian branch
of the Teutonic family of languages and is
closely allied to the Swedish and Norwegian.
It is the most modern of the Scandinavian
languages, soft and rather monotonous, with
shades of sound difficult for a foreigner to
acquire. It is written either in the German
or the Roman characters. Prom the long
union of Norway with Denmark, Danish
became the written language of the Nor-
wegians and is still to a large extent the
language of tBe educated classes.

